
Why is it important that educators use creative commons 
images?

The following is a transcript of an audio recording explaining the why it is important that 
educators use creative commons images.

There is a lot of misunderstanding within education about what can and cannot be done 
with regards using images that are found on the internet, and the fact that it is so easy to 
search for something on Google, find an image, then copy and paste this into resources 
has made this quite a big issue. 

The first problem with just copying and pasting images from a google search, is the person 
that owns the image, if they discover that you have used it without permission they could 
come after you and charge you a fee – and this has happened to people and this could 
become expensive.

The second problem is that the images are often low quality and low resolution, so they 
pixelate when used, and may have watermarks or other information on them that doesn't 
look professional.

And the third (and in my opinion biggest) issue is we are not educating our learners about 
how to use digital content correctly within their educational work, or post education when 
they move into employment.

So – back to creative commons: Creative commons is a mechanism where someone who 
owns some content (e.g. a photograph that they have taken) is shared via the Internet. As 
the owner of the image they automatically own the copyright on that image, and other 
people cannot use it without asking for permission. If however they want people to use 
their image, then they can give it a creative commons licence which is basically giving the 
rights for the image to be used within certain conditions, without them having to content 
the owner directly. Part of that condition is the source will usually need to be attributed 
alongside the image.

So as educators if when we are searching on the internet for images to use, if we only look 
for images that are creative commons – then we will ensure that we are staying legal, but 
also by referencing the source of the images we will be showing our students the 
importance of this and how to do this correctly.

Many tutors when they mark students work, will be very hot in making sure that the learner 
has referenced any textual sources correctly (usually using Harvard format), but quite 
often they don't pick up that images haven't been referenced – which they should be 
doing. If we as educators use Creative Commons images, and we reference or attribute 
them correctly then we are modelling the practice that we want the learners to adopt in 
their work. The beauty of Creative Commons is you will be given the information that you 
need to reference the images correctly.
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